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/ Timber 15 scarce, and the sun is unforgiving, But Grift
e arma e

and Sandra Thomas weren't about to ler such minor incon-

veniences keep them from building the log home they had
envisioned.

Their distinctive Llano County home, which blends
Southwest style with the warmth and charm of cedar logs, was

a challenge for the builder, the designers and even the owners.




Logs are the highlight

of a distinctive Texas home
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Log trusses add drama to the great room.
Opposite: Half-logs applied to some of the
interior walls give the home a full-log look.
Opposite below: Sandra, a gourmet cook,
designed a professional-quality kitchen
with panoramic views.
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plants, bur the Thomases' house also required a ra-
dial bay extension, which became the breakfast nook,
-\.||'|‘|.:-: il \..:\.":.lllL"Ls:.‘II L‘n.'il”l!: ji’l ||.|.|. Predl rosoem, '|'|::'.'. e
the rafters cony ErEe I hub-like fashion

The comp 1Y '~|"!l.k'i.ll:_'l."~' in panelized wall sys-
tems; the Thomases chose exterior walls with in-
sulation sandwiched between half-log siding. The
result is @ full-log look,

The white cedar logs came from Michigan's

I-..IF'I.'I.'T Peninsula and the surrounding areas.

“We've found that the stability and durability of
cedar makes for less call-backs and ‘.‘-I-'-|1|<'||~.:~ with
lomes that we've built,"” Doug explains, The logs
wite kiln-dried, which |||.-||-- minimize the amount
ot «hrml.-.n..--: .|:I':|l.|. thus; movement. “The Thomases
are busy people; they don't need to be worried
about furire maintenance,” Doug savs. “We want-
ed to give them as much sclection and prepararion
as we could provide.”

To deal with the scarcity of timber in their
arew, e Thooses combined Tocal whine limestone
with hand-hewn lows on the exteriorn. Since the hot
Texas sun tends to break down stain on logs, the
southem and westemn exposures have the fewest loas,
Porch and eave extensions shield the exposed
weest wall. Bven the log-filled grear rocan is protected
by the roof overhang

For these rwo busy doctors, parents of three young
Ll:'l..'|l.|ll.'l'l. [| e | POIE 15 |\."I|| a retreat rom ottice stress
and a center for family life. The intertor, which

Sandra designed, provnotes easy trathic flow as well
da l‘l'l'\lil.l. LA I--!I:li enrtering il'll' greal rosTm '.'.'l:l'l 451
28 1/2-foat ceiling, the dining wing is visible ro the
lefr, with the masrer bedroom wing to the right,
[:5-~.r.-i1-a the haleony leads to bedrooms for
Hunter, 10, Lany, 8, and Mason, 2, 05 well as to two
baths, including a shared hath between the alder
twor children's rooms, All the bedrooms and the mas-
ter bath have floor-to-ceiling windows.

Sandra’s ideas were not run-of-the-mill by any
means. | was pretty adamant about the features |
wanted: some doywall, some brick and masonry,” she
savs. “T wanred my fancy dining room because |
enterraim,” she explains. “l wanred a kitchen with
circumferential views, and they said, "No, vou can't
do that in kitchens; you have to have cabinets." "
She got both. But visitors to the home are the real
winners; Sandra is a pourmet chef, and family and
friends can enjoy her delicious dishes while ad-
mirirg the spectacular views of Lake Buchanan, Long
Mountain, Lake LB] and the surrounding valley

Griff, an avid hunter, and Sandra, a fisher,
needed room in the great room for their tro-

phies. The lighter trophies, such as fish and

ducks, adoen rhe leatherdoak devwall. The 1 1 anid
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Right: A log bed and
heavy wood window

trim carry the

. i
home's rustic ( _!b*
feel into a guest g2/
bedroom. Below:
Tiles surround
the master bath's

luxurious tub.

stone walls are peppered with a variety of mam-
mal mounes

The kitchen and breakfast rooms feature oc-
tagonal Mexican saltillo tile. The home has gas hear.
Bath fireplaces, one in the great room and one in
the family room, are wood-burning, with gas jets
a5 |1:u;L':|r|.

Chae difficulry the Thomases faced was getting
enough light in the house, in the righr places,
With the assistance of local decoratar Carol
Stine, they chose fan and light combinations for
most rooms, ina variety of styles to march each
rooms' decor.

In the future, the Thomases plan o extend the
porch outside the kitchen area, to make room fora
hot wb. A powder room accessible from bath the
houwse and the planned hot tub is already in place.

But first they're taking some time off. Designing
and building this house took a lot of time. *But we
were impressed with Town & Country from the
moment we toured their facility and warched as
they stripped the logs by hand.” Sandrm says. “They
showed us every house they could so we could see
the different fearures available, They were so will-
ing o make curs a unique home"

L OG H O M E LIV I1ING



NOTEBOOK

Log package price: $289,000
(approximate)
Square footage: 4,272

Log producer: Town & Country Cedar Homes
Architect: Stephen . Kramer Architecture and
Design

Builder: Patland Construction

Cabinetey: Price’s Custom Cabinets

Doors: M.R. Custom Doors

Entry chandelier: Arte de Mexico

Game room chandeliers Antler Designs
Interior decorator: Designs by Carol
Landscaping: Verdigris Landscape Designs
Living room furniture: Hill Counrey Lodpe
Log furniture: Hill Country Living

Masonry: Martine: Masonry

Sealant: Sashceo Sealants

Windows: Pozzi Wood Windows

For contact information, see Resources.

M A R CH 1 98 8

The Thomases chose exterior walls

with insulation sandwiched between

half-log siding for a full-log look.

Deep red walls in
the formal dining
room create a
dramatic backdrop
for the sparkling
chandelier.

First Floorplan
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