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Fire destroyed the first vacation home the
Daratony family built near a Lake Michigan cove.
Almost a decade later, they finally have the log

retreat they always wanted.

BY PETER LINDBLAD

subrrtted phato
o

The catwall that leads to the home's coverad porch entrance (opposite) was constructad so
the dunes an the Daratonys' Lake Michigan property wouldn't be disturbed during
construction. Darlyn designed the covered porch, with its laree peaked

rood, after seeing lodges out west on a family trp.

PHOTOS BY ROGER WADE
STYLING BY DEBRA GRAHL
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Facirg east, the front entrance s warmed by
the early marning sun. The Daratonys often
begin their day sitting in rocking chairs on

the porch, which esternds |0 feet 1o |14

feet-out from the hame. "its one of
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t times, Jim and Darlyn Daratony’s
Lake Michigan vacation home
seems more like a [ive-star beach-

sicle motel than a private family
retreat, Turquoise waters and sandy
beaches are just a short walk from the

house which comloriably sleeps 20 to

30 people.

"Wery rarely do we go up there by
ourselves,” Jim says. “Our kids are
always bringing their [riends along.”

Lnce, an entire @irls soccer team
stayed at the home while playing in a
tournament in nearby Traverse City,
Michigan. “They spread out into every
nook and cranny,” jokes Darlyn, whose
hushand coaches their daughters, Jenny,
Katie and Shantal

“We enjoy having ||'i_'l||'i'|l_' up here,”
lim says. “We feel blessed to |

place and we wanl o share L There
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was a lime, though, when the Daratonys
didn't leel so [ortunate.

About 10 years ago, the couples first
log retreat burned down two weeks
belore completion. Making matters
Worse l|1l.' |.II'-.‘ .~'~|'I]'i".'|-.i next door 0O a
house owned by Darlyn’s sister and her
hushand, Chris and Bob Mayer. Ensuing
court battles with the builder, who did
n’t have builders risk insurance, cost the
Daratonys money they could have used
ta rebuild

“Our original dream was 1o have Lhe
home when aur children were small so
I||:.“.."'.| hiave MEemaories of surmmers al the
cottage,” Darlyn says. "By the time we
rebuilt, our son ].]. was in college

Bob and Chris were able to rebuild
right away. The Daratonys, on the other
hand, had to wait seven vears for anoth-
Er Opporiunity, in 1999, they were
finally able to try apain. Construction
took a little over a vear, bun by Christmas

LOG HOME DESIGN IDEAS



To give the g'l_'._':ﬁ:pt;‘-l‘n a spacious Teel, Town & Cclmtr}- Bt a

cathedral ceilingfthat left the Daratefiys almodtspeechiess. " Yviien
they had-the ceiling up, we sawit and said, W, ' Jim saysSltsa
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Lake Michigan can be seen through a | é-foot wide wall of glass in the great room. & set of 8-foot sliding doors between the |og posts provides access

to the home's expansive rear decks Tnangle windows on top highlight the home's intricate rosl systern 2nd allow light to stream inte the laft
F B Ehng ) E

of 2000, the couple’s log getaway was
finished. 1t was worth the wait

“Its one of my proudest accomplish-
ments," says Town & Country Cedar

Homes builder Doug Hall.
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Featuring northern white cedar |{‘H_5.
the home sits on a half acre of prime
lakefront property in Leland, a quaint
little town in the northern part of lower
Michigan, Jim and Darlyn frequently
camped in the area when they were
lirst married
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“We went up there to go camping
about 12 times a year,” Jim says, “and
after a while, we decided 10 look for a
small piece of property to build on”
But it was Bob and Chris who found
what the Daratonys were looking lor,

“They went up there on a weekend
excursion 1o look for land,” Jim explains.
“We were actually looking for some-
thing a little south of Leland, close 1o
Ludington.”

Boh and Chris called Jim and Darlyn
all excited abowt two pieces of propeny
right next o each other

‘IS i a lile cove,™ Darlyn says. “lis
like a tropical beach setting. There's
aqua blue water, white sand beaches

and a wide low blufl."

When he and Darlyn saw the prop-
erty, the first thing Jim noticed was the
beautilul old white pines surrounding
the land. Many were lost in the fire
years later, but when they rebuilt on
the same site, they planted more,

Second [ime Around

For the most part, the Daratonys’
SEL 'C:'|-||.| vACAlon ]'I\.‘II'I.I.' TS |.|:|.l:" I.eri'l.
There are some differences, however
For one thing, its higger To accommo-
date famlily and Irends, the 4,700 square
foot, lodge-style house has, among other
things, a bunk room in the lower level,

LOG HOME DESIGN |IDEAS



The Cultured Stone fireplace {above left) is the great room’s focal peint. Carpeting fiows throughaut the main level and the 20° x 30" foot loft

lown & Country made all of the home's custom doors, mcluding the one made to fit the arched doorway that

apers from the master bedrmom onto the loft (above nght),

“We had six bunk beds built into the
wall,” Darlyn explains, “1 told the builder
from the get-go that it was important
for the home to sleep as many as possi-
ble." Theres another bedroom down-
stairs, opposite the bunk room.

On the main level is a boys' bed-
room with two sets of log bunk beds.
Theres also a guest bedroom reserved
for grandparents. If those areas are [ull,
there’ always the upstairs loft.

The logs are also different. The first
home was built with full pine logs. For
this home, the Daratonys chose notth-
ern white cedar from Town & Country
Cedar Homes, going with the compa-
nys split log construction 1o eliminate
shrinkage and movement,

“We wanted less maintenance,” Jim
savs. And larger logs: The second home
features logs 12" 1o 14" in diameter,
“the largest northern white cedar we can
access,” says Arden Schlueter, design
manager lor Town & Country.

Another advantage of half-log con-
struction; more windows, “After the fire,
we realized that we wanted more of
them," Darlyn says. “With the first
house, the downward pressure of the
[ull logs alfected the size of the windows
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we could use and their location [in the
design]. Now that we have more win-
dows, we have bigger views ol the lake.”

Its mostly the same floor plan, but
the layvout was reversed while siting the
bome w lake advantage ol the lake
views, especially the sunset

“We cocled it a little bit,” Hall says.
‘One of the concerns originally was
that it was staring right a1 Darlyn’s sis-
ters house. S0 we rurned it a lirde o
the north to open it up and get as
much lake view as we could.”

A neighbor, Realor Gale Fox, helped
site the house just right. “He had i all
on a piece of paper — where the sun
sets and rises, where it is at different
times of the day,” Jim says. “He had all
the angles.”

Another consideration: opening up
the homes interior. The original plan
called {or two bedrooms and a loft on
the second [loor, The loft and the mas-
ter bedroom remained; one bedroom
was removed. "Whats there now is a
cathedral ceiling and the whole area just
opened up,” Darlyn says. The spacious
feel was created by Town & Country’s
structural roof system,

“This one was more of a challenge

because we were opening up such a large
spar,” Schlueter says. To carry heavier
loads, Town & Country’s post-and-beam
support is reinforced with steel that
runs from the bazement footings 1o the
boteom of the ridge beam that supports
the loft truss.

The main levels open layout gives the
loft a better vantage point, Now it over-
looks the main lloor kitchen, dining
area and great room, with its Culrured
Stone lireplace ser against one wall
However, the 1,900 square oot finished

Liascinent, witly is sizeable recreation
room, big-screen television, kitcheneite
and two ol the home's live baths, is the
hub ol activity.

“There’s a coziness in that basement,”
Darlyn says. “It has a large seating
arrangement that includes a couch and
when we gel a movie, everybody heads
down there.”

[he Great QOutdoors

The Daratony lamily loves the great
outdoors, Their vacation home helps
them enjoy outdoor spaces with a 442
sqquare foot deck facing the lake, a cov-

ered porch at the front entrance and a
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Jim and Darlyn wanted vigws Bi the sunset
over Lake Michigin from inside the home,
to they angled the liyout of tha main level
kitchen, family room and dining ared Sgeerding

to a neighbor's calculations. Tewn & Unery

miade the cedar table and Benches.




Dartyn designed the Cultured Stone enclave that frames the kitchen stove (top) based on one she
saw i a magazine, The main level powder room (above) features an unusual granite sink carved
by D Cut Stone of Bridgeport, Michigan, A Town & Country employes fashioned the

pedestal out of a hollowed out cedar stump and added the shelves on either side

Town & Country gave the sink, designed by Darlyn, to the couple as a gift

SEPTEMBER 2003

cantilevered baleony ofl the second-
floor master bedroom,

“One summer there was an awesome
storm going across the water," Darlyn
savs. “We took the girls and got their
sleeping bags and went up to the bal-
cony to watch, The lake put on a show
you could never reproduce.”

Ome of the family’s favorite places to
sit is the covered [ront porch. Darlyn
worked with Town & Country 1o cre-
ate the design, which was inspired by
lodges the family visited on vacations
out west, It has a peaked rool and three
steps about 15 feet wide. Though Jim
and Town & Country tried to steer her
away [rom it, evervone liked how it
turned out.

“You walk up a catwalk and all of a
sudden you're at this huge entrance.”
Darlyn says

Going down the lakeside deck stairs,
there’s a log catwalk that leads to the
beach. 1t was built so the dunes between
the lake and the house wouldn't be dis-
turbed. “1 kind of wanted it to be like
those in the Tarzan movies with the
ropes, but that idea got shot down,” Jim
says with a laugh.

Peaceful, Easy Feeling
! [ ]

For Jim, the home’s most important
characteristic is the serenity it offers. “1
look forward to going up there to get
rejuvenated with my life and my faith,”
he says. In time, the family is going 10
need the peace and quiet more than ever,

“The surprise is we have a new hahy
on the way, so we hope to be able 10
share the place with five kids,” Jim
L‘.':‘I:,r.".- .l"'kl lll WIIUEV!:'I E!M' LU S -il|4.|| I!'.!L ||.H.

the ride.

See page 108 for the Daratony home
floor fhan and resources.
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The 30-foot eedar E"-'_-I

back of the house

to the Lake Michigan beach.
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FIRST FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR

Bridging the Gap

In Michigan, the “critical dunes”
of Lake Michigan are almost
sacred. Some dunes receive the
classification from the state to
protect them from development.
“With a critical dune, you can't
disturb its vegetation or alter its
grade,” says Doug Hall, a builder
with Town & County Cedar Homes.

Hall worked on the Daratony
vacation home. The building site
was surrounded by critical dunes.
“I've run into similar situations with
wetlands,” Hall says."This was my
first time dealing with a critical
dune.You can't build on most
areas that have that classification.”

To get materials to the site, Town
& Country used a little creativity to
get around a ravine.

“Part of the process involves
getting a special permit from the
DEQ (Department of Environmental
Quality) and building a temporary
construction road for access,” says
Arden Schlueter, design manager
for Town & Country."When it was
done, we needed to return the area
to its natural state.”

Town & Country constructed a
custom 30-foot log pedestrian
bridge that extends from the back
of the house to a picnic area by
the lake."We have a lot of critical
dune property sites in this area,”
Schlueter says,“but we had never
built a bridge like that”

Town & Country also modified
the deck off the back of the house
so the trees and soils would not
be disturbed. “The stair system
is unique,” Hall says."¥Ve had to
bring it down and turn it. The main
consideration was making it tie into
the traffic pattern to the picnic area”
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