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A MICHIGAN COUPLE'S RETIREMENT HOME BECOMES
A GATHERING PLACE FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY.

STORY BY Jacqueline N. Kennard = PHOTOGRAPHY BY James Yochum

or 17 years, Tony and Fran Fortuna enjoyed vacations with their

five children on wooded, lakefront property they owned in

Northern Michigan, So when they left their careers, it only
seemed natural to retire there.

The Fortunas wanted their new life on the lake to be special, so they
decided to build a disunctive home—a place that would fit with the enduring
beauty and tranquility of their land, and a place they could pass on to their
family, “With our children, and now 12 grandchildren in mind, we real-
ized what an extraordinary opportunity we had to design and build a home
with all the amenities of a lake-side resort,” Tony explains.

OPPOSITE: Lit up from inside and out, the home overlooks a 10-acre spring-fed
lake, ABOVE: Highlighted by the Iintricately carved mahogany front door and

half-log staircase, the foyer is a perfect melange of color and natural elements,
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Narural Ambience

When considering a look for their new
home, Fran and Tony both agreed that the
structure would have to complement the
natarally wooded surroundings. “For both
of us, only one concept came to mind: logs,”
says Tony. And with logs in mind, the cou-
ple began researching possible styles, They
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artended log home shows and visited mod-
&l homes in the area. *1 preferved a very rus-
tic book and Toay was just not sure,” Fran says.
“When we had the opportunity 1w walk
through one of Town & Country Cedar
Home's models, it was everything we could
have dreamed of and more.”

The muodel they admired was a col-
lsboration between the company and Meg
Redli, ASITY, of Tnteriors Ing, It offered a
balanced comnbination of rustic fumishings
with plenty of finishing touches, vibrant
colors and special accents. After a thorough
look, the Fortunas decided to choose
Town & Country as their log home pro-
ducer and hire Meg to advise them on
the layout, design and decor.

With the help of Town & Countrys
professional design staff and Meg, the
Fortunas started modifying the models
floorplan. Tony and Fran added rooms
and special features to create their own
custom design, “Fran had many specific
ideas of what she wanted,” Tony savs. Her
requests included & master bedroom with
an extended bay window for maximum
nataral light and rwo kitchens—a cen-
tral, larger kitchen on the main level and
a smaller, more compact one downstairs
to be used for canning,

Adjacent to hoth kitchens is a two-
story turret, which is used as a casual
dining area upstairs and as 2 game areq
downstairs, “We built the ‘tower’ or tur-
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ret into our design as a means of break-
ing np the multitude of straight edges
and comers,” Tony explains. This also adds
a strong feature o the home’s design
and provides the couple with great year-
ronmnd views, Through the use of com-
puter simulations, they were able to see
an example of the finished product be-
fore construction started.

Split Decision

In addition to the design, Tony was im-
pressed with Town & Country’s innovative
split-log system. Stephen Diges of Town &
Country Cedar Homes explains that the
home started with solid, insulated framed
consmruction, which was then covered with
log siding, The siding was made by cutting
full logs down the center with the excep-
tion of 3 feet at each end, which is left
whole so the building crew could creace
[uall-bugg womamers, Thae splic logs were applicd
to the framed walls according o the
Fortunas” preference. “Because of the ex-
traordinary stardiness of this system, we
are able to build more complex log strue-
tures that ean hald grearer weighrv: am in-
corporate a wider varery of matenals,” says
Stephen. The Fortunas selected Town &
Country’s turn-key log home package,
which inclhaded everything from windows
to floors, When Town & Country was
finished, so was their home.

The exterior ]ugﬁ are white c-l:d,u.r, a
maturally insccr-resistant and durable wood.
The couple also opred wuse chinking he-
tween the logs to maintain the rusne ap-
pearance. Most importantly to Tony and
Fran, they had the assurance that Town &
Country would be there through the entire
constriction period. “As the general con-
tractor, we assign a project manager who is
onsite to supervise through final comple-
tion of a project,” says Stephen.

The couple then hired Kevin Winstead
of Mustang Builders to be the primary
builder and carpenter. “Kevin and his team
of professionals installed evervthing from
the full-log rafter roof system, which was
initially cut, peeled and ficted at Town &
Countryk yard, oo the splic-log siding and the
windows and railings,” says Tony.




Bold colors, impressive stones and
l.‘.'l.‘.'ll‘l'll'nal'ldiﬂq HII'Iq post trusses add
strength to the great room.
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This casual eating area in the main-leve| turret room is a perfect place to grab
a bite. The miniature lampshades and greenery on the woven iron chandeller
soften this focal point accessory while also complementing the view outside,

There were several components of
the package that the Fortunas opted to
provide themselves, including the two
wood-burning fireplaces, granite coun-
tertops and a handerafted front entry door
from Hugo Mesa Studios. “T found Hugo
Mesa while looking through 3 magazine for
front door ideas,” explains Tony. After
viewing samples of s work, the couple
commissioned Huogo ta create their front
doarway. The end result s a massive intricate
carving constructed using a combination
of mahogany and other exotic woods.
“This is one of our Bvorite featres and we
even went 5o far as to add a foot o the
entire house to make it fit,” Tony remarks.

Insider’s View

When it came to the interior design, Fran
and Tony were open to suggestions. “Our
design simply evolved our of cur srong de-
sire to incorporare our nataral, wooded
outdoor setting into the home using a va-

ricl:]; of ﬁll']'lishin.gs, interior wall ﬁni.\;hcs,
floor materials and art,” explains Fran.
Meg assisted the Fortunas in selecting
several richly colored area rugs for the
larger open areas that not only enhance the
warn fruit tones of the wood, bur also
soften the overall appearance.

In the great room, the centerpiece
river rock hireplace draws the eye up to the
massive pait of king post trusses and the
catwalk above. Accented by twig-styled
railings, the loft carwalk overlooks the
foyer from one side and the great room
from the other. And, it’s anchored by a
bedroomdbath suite on either end, “We also
have access to our grandkids’ bonus room
above the garage where they all gather
and play,” says Fran,

Diowmestairs, an environment for en-
tertaining prevails amongst the lodge-like
furnishings. This area includes a sec-
ond river rock fircplace, a large cherry
bar built around Fran’s smaller kicchen
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OPPOSITE: Richly colored floral
rugs and fabrics create a regal
ambiance in the master bedroom.
QPPOSITE LEFT: Meutral stone
tiles provide a backdrop for the
master bath while color accents
come from flowers and decorative
window treatments. OPPOSITE
RIGHT: Mural artists added small
details, such as a sguirrel that
appears to be sitting on the
branch curtain rod.

and a built-in home theater, “Because we
are far from town, we really had to be-
cowne sell-relisne when it came o en-
tercainment,” Tony says.

The Fortunas were excited about the
variety of interior wall finishes available
to them, including the pine paneling they
selected for many of the walls in the larg-
er rooms. “We had the option to use split
logs as we did outside, but the pine just
seemmedd to have the characrer and charm
for a more comfortable and lived-in feel,”
Tomy explains.

Still wanting to expand on her out-
door theme, Fran accepted Megs sugges-
tion of hiring artists to paint murals in
several bedrooms and in the noret room
downsrairs, “We painted the bedrooms
using soft muted pastels that look won-
derful against the golden hues of the logs,
while at the same dme providing ideal
backdrops for the artists’ work,” says Fran.

Meg also advised the Fortunas on far-
nishings and provided the items they chose.
“In my 27 years in the design business, |
have never been in a home that is as com-
fortable and inviting as the Fortunas,” says
Meg. “I can’t pinpoint exactly what it is
that makes this house stand apart from the
rest, rather it is the unigue blending of the
home’ architectural style combined with dis-
tnenve touches commissioned by the
Fortunas, especially the murals and the
magnificent front entry,” she says.

A wonderful blend of creative de-
signs and raditional family valoes have
combined to create a home thar will last
tor penerations. “Our house dearly reflects
our love of life, passion for the outdoors
and our desire to be with family and

friends,” Fran says. |

HOME DETAILS

# Square footage: 6,300

B Log producer/designer: Town & Country Cedar Homes

For more information, see Resources on page 148,

Open to Below

Main Level

-

E Unfinished Basement
Mech.

Room

Basement

Lower Level
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RESOURCES

~FORTUNA RESOURCES—

Natural Wonders
Pages 40-47

Bench in foyer: Bausman & Company Inc., 1520 5,

Dan View, Ontario CA 91T, 909-547-0139

Chairs and armeire in great room: Lesingtan
Home Brands, P.0. Bex 1008, Lexington NC 27293;
336-236-5300; www.laxinglon.com

Chaise lounge in master bedroom: Pearsun

Company, 1420 Frogress Ave., High Paint NC 27261,

336-BB2-8135; www.pearsoncempany.com
Chinking: Sashco Sealants, 10300 L, 107th Place,
Brignton CO-806071; B00-T6F-5656;
ww.5ashco.com

Coffee table, table and chairs in breakfast
nook: Mat Rock Furniture, 702 E. Russell 5t,
Waldron (N A6182; T65-525-5265; www.flatrock
hickory.com

Exterior stain: Cabol Stains, 100 Hals 51,
Mewburyport MA D1950; 978-465-1900; www.cabot
stains.com

Front door: Hugo Mesa Studio, 673 W, Hill Road,
Craftsbury VT ORA2E: BOP-586-T53T www hugn
mesastudiocom

Hanging light in great room: Hammerton, 2149
5 340 W, Salt Lake City UT B4119; B01-973-B0495;
www hammerkon com

Interior decorator: Interiors Inc., 1301 L5131 5,
Fetaskey M 49770; 231-347-5800

Interior stain: Caronada Paint, 308 0d County

Raad, Edgewater FL 32132; BOO-BA3-4193;
www.coronadopaint.com

Kitchen chair, dining table and chairs, leather
ehair in guest bedroom: Harden Furniture, B550
Mill Pond Way, McConnellsville NY 13400 115-245-
000, wwis harden.com

Landscape designer: Erian Zimmerman &
Assoclates 434 Monroe 5t Traverse City Wi
49684, 231-929-7400

Leather chalr and ottoman, bar stools and
sofas: Hancook & Moore, 166 Hancock & Moore
Lane, Hickory MC 28681; B23-495-8235;
www.hancockandmonre com

Log bed in guest bedroam: Old Hickory
Furniture, 403 5. Noble Sk, Sheloyville [N 46174;
BO0-232-2275; www.oldhickory.com

Log producer, designer, loft ralling: Town &
Country, 4772 U5, 131 5., Petoskey Ml 49770; 300-
260 JI70; www.cedarhomes.com

Masonry: Ron Way Masanry, 5016 Walker Road,
Rapid Cify Ml 49676; 231-256-2578

Roofing: CertainTeed, PO. Box 860, Valley Forge
PA 19482; B00-T82-8777; www.certainteed.com
Table and dresser in great room, bed frame
and dresser in master bedroom: Century
Furniture, 400 11th St W, Hicknry NE PRADE RPR-
1281857, waw.centuryfurnilure.com

Tile flooring: Virginia Tile, 24404 Indoglex Circle,
Farmington Hills MI 48335, 298-476-FE50;
wawivirginiatile.com

Windows and doors: Kolbe & Kolbe Millwork, 1323
& 11th Ave., Wausau WI 54400 T15-842-5666:

wiaw kalbeandkol be.com

Redefining Rustic
Pages 56-63

Bed frame in master bedroom: Ethan &lien,
Ethan Allen Orive, Denbury CT 06ET; 203-T43-8000;
www.othanallen.com

Exterior stain: Continental Products, 1150 E. 222nd
Sk, Euclid OH 44017, 216-531-07H0; www.continzntal
. Com

Floor and wall lamps: Hunter Lighting Group,
1660 Central Parkway, Jacksanville FL 32224;
O04-642-4340; www hunterkenray.com

Interior trim and finishing: Frecizion Builders
aof MaM, 1712 Tth 5. Menomines MI 49858,
906-Bad-7ail

Interlor stain: Velvit Products, RO, Box 1741,
hppleton W1 54913; 920-722-8355; wwwvolvit
Progucts.com

Kitchen cabinets: Holiday Rifchens, 120 W Allen
3L, Rice Lake W S486E; T15-234-811 wewwhadlday
kitchens.com

Kitchen countertaps: Romanite Building
Products, 2400 Rzcine St Racine Wl 53403, 262
6.34-5439; www.romanite.com

Landscape designer: Farthic Landscaping,
Highway 41, Marinette Wi 5043 T15-732-04d6

Log producer, designer, drum table, antler light
fixtures: Wisconsin Log Homes, 2390 Famperin
Road, Green Bay Wi 54313, 800-844-7970;
WWWISCONSENlOQNGMES. com

Rl heativer sofas: Malusei, 130 W, Commerce Ave,
High Poink NC 2Z72a0; 300-262-9063; www.natuzzicom
Rocking chair in great room, dining table and
ehairs, chair and loveseat in sunroom:

HOW DO | SAVE TIME & MONEY ON MY LOG HOME?

* Thanks for the incredibly prompt response. The LHLI site has a wealth of information
for someone like myself 1 feel like I've already gotien my membership's worth of help and data.”
= Jeff, LHLI Member
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