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A children's book author and her husband create
a classic fairytale getaway on Lake Michigan.

The beil atop the turquoise post
(opposite) is one of the oid cabin’s
original elements; the construc-
tion process was complicated by its
non-negotiable placement. Vintage
rattan furniture (above) upholstered
in the homeowner’s favorite color
provides a comfy vantage point for
gazing at the trees, the garden and
the lake. The porch design was lim-
ited by the location of trees on-site.

Tucked among Michigan's woodland trees sits a fairy-
tale cottage, its west-facing facade comprising round-
ed fieldstones, a rustic Palladian door, and tree trunk
pilasters that appear to grow out of the ground and

branch upward and around doors and windows.
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A few cedar branches (opposite) were
left over when the building project was
complete, but homeowner Claire Ewart
refused to throw them away and found
places for them. One such branch reaches
up into the vaulted space above the living
room. A complementary coffee table fea-
tures a tree-trunk base and slab top.

Claire designed the fireplace and the cedar
mantel (left), which echoes the branching
elements found throughout the home. The
concrete floor was finished using an acid
bath, which reacts with the calcium chlo-
ride in the concrete to produce a leather-
like rust color. The floor is sealed with

a natural waterborne clear coat, which
produces a satin shine instead of a high-
gloss effect.

Claire thinks the turquoise-cushioned
Thonet chairs she uses in the dining
room (below) were once used in a school
because they bear traces of paint and
markers. The chairs surround a massive
slab pedestal table.

The log walls are painted white, while
eave cornices and window frames boast ex-
uberant turquoise trim. The colorful house
radiates charm and character that belies its
recent construction — “a sweet little sto-
rybook cabin under towering white pines,”
says homeowner Claire Ewart, a children’s
book author and illustrator.

Although the finished product, which
could have sprung from the pages of one of
her books, is exactly what she envisioned,
building it was actually Plan B.

Ten years ago, Ewart and her husband
Tom Herr, an attorney, searched for a va-
cation and retirement home on Michigan’s
southwest lakeshore — an area they both
share fond childhood memories of and
love. When they found an atmospheric
old log house on a beautiful wooded lot,
they were delighted.

“The centennial cabin was the reason
we purchased this piece of land. We hoped
to preserve it and to add on. We had it for
a long time before doing anything, then
we interviewed several different log-home
companies,” Claire explains. “Town &
Country was the obvious choice: We liked
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their level of expertise, and they understood our sensibility.”

Designer Marty Poné of Town & Country Cedar Homes
— Third Coast, located in Kalamazoo, Michigan, came to
check out the home; however, his inspection indicated that
Claire and Tom needed a new plan.

“The old cabin had character, but the level of decay made
its restoration unfeasible,” he regrets.

Carefully designed to incorporate salvageable parts of
the original, the new home — named Black Bear after a
character in her book “One Cold Night,” as well as local lore
— reproduces the light-hearted white and turquoise exte-

i 0 ”.': 7. T
N B (LT T PN
e, S ﬁ_r B R
Pl 3 w“é‘-ﬁ“' r-"} N

e |
B D ta Ll
Ay

rior color scheme. “Instead of just crushing the old cabin,
we disassembled and reused what could be saved,” says gen-
eral contractor Doug Tankersley, who specializes in log and
timber-frame construction. “For someone with a true love
of wood, it was a wonderful experience.”

The new structure occupies the footprint of the origi-
nal cabin as well and is sheltered by the same mature trees.
“Most people would have built closer to the lake,” Claire
notes. “But we loved the forested setting of the old cabin.
I'm a gardener. I love to look at the pines and at the garden
that’s between the house and the lake.”
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Claire prefers curves to straight lines, as evi-
denced by the granite-topped kitchen island.
An arched wall fashioned from glass blocks,
another favorite building material, shelters the
business end. The variegated boards of the
cedar base hide storage inside.

laire Ewart's books — published by G.P. Putnam’s Sons,
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt and HarperCollins, among
others — deal in small-fry-pleasing material like giants,

wolves, mysteries, and ancient history and lore. One continual
theme in her pictures as well as her prose is a strong connection
1o nature. Her watercolor illustrations display an understanding

The turquoise of the exterior trim also repeats inside.
“Pm a fan of the color. Turquoise is a warm blue that even
in mid-winter brings warmth and life into a room,” Claire
laughs. “When we first saw the turquoise trim on the old
cabin, my husband said, ‘It’s meant for you!””

She used the bright hue in curtains, upholstery, rugs
and ceramics. The state-of-the-art kitchen showcases tur-
quoise Naugahyde cushions on 1950s counter stools and in
a recycled-glass backsplash. The small tile reappears in the
equally equipped bathroom, where it faces the luxurious
curves of the bathtub and the shower bench.

of and reverence for the natural

| world without the syrupy senti-

| mentality that mars much of young

| people’s literature.

| The pictures also portray the

sure hand of a practiced artist.

Claire, who began her higher

education at Oberlin College and

transferred to the prestigious Rhode

island School of Design, says that

she entered the school! “with raw

talent and emerged, molded into

someone with the confidence to

know that | could and should con-

| tinue tocreate.”

| This confidence, paired with her

artist's eye and a keen sensitivity

to the natural word, resulted in'a -

house that combines logical flow with lyrical grace notes. Years

of writing gave her the ability to edit: With the placement of

each stone and cedar branch, she imbued the log house with

| personality and beauty.

; She had a blast in the process, and her joyful creativity in-
fected the work crew.

| “Claire took what we do to another level,” says designer

Marty Poné. “She’s an artist who had the vision of the house in

her brain. Bringing it to life was fun for all of us."

One Cold Night

CLATRE EAWART

“The inspiration for our master bath came from Mo-
roccan baths I had seen,” Claire explains. “It drove the tile,
the mottled ochre wall color, the wood lattice on the win-
dow and the shape of the light fixtures.” Her artist’s touch is
evident in the details: Sand-colored wall tiles bleed into the
turquoise tiles at the bathtub’s curvaceous base.

Claire also takes special pride in her creation of the liv-
ing room’s massive fieldstone fireplace.

“We put a large piece of plywood on the floor,” the
builder says. “Claire spent a weekend laying out the stones.
For the next three weeks, she directed the mason as he
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Square footage: 2,363
Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 3

Species: white cedar
Branch work: Scott Tresselt

Builder/general contractor:
Tankersley Modern
Construction, Richland, Ml
(269-377-7115; natural
woodhomes.com)

Carpets: Arrediamo, Santa
Fe, NM (866-777-8337;
arrediamo.com)

Concrete flooring: Concrete
Impressions, Richland, Mt
(269-629-4397; concrete-
impressions.biz)

Countertops; tile flooring:
Duca Tile, Holland, MI
(616-494-0404; ducatile.com)

Designer: Town & Country
Cedar Homes — Third Coast,
Kalamazoo, M (269-375-
1336; sawinlogz.com)

Dining room chairs: Thonet
(800-873-3252; thonet.com)

Dining room chandelier:
CDN Antler Designs (250-
217-8702; cdnantler.com)

Dining room table:

Sundance Catalog, Salt Lake
City, UT (800-422-2770;
sundancecatalog.com)

Doors: Mastercraft

Front door: Yesteryear's
Vintage Doors, Hammond,
NY (800-787-2001;
vintagedoors.com)

Landscape designer:
Landscape Design Services,
Holland, MI (616-399-1734;
lanscapeds.com)

Log provider: Town &
Country Cedar Homes,
Petoskey, MI (800-968-3178;
cedarhomes.com). Circle 045
between pages 64-65 for more
information.

Masonry: John DeProw

Stain: Sikkens (866-745-
5367; nam.sikkens.com)
Windows: Kolbe & Kolbe
Millwork Co., Wausau, Wi
(715-842-5666; kolbe-kolbe
.com)
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The house’s name, Black Bear, alludes to the wildlife that
thrives in this part of Michigan (above). It is also the name
of a favorite character in one of Claire’s books. Claire
included the color palette of the centennial cabin that
originated on the property (inset), as weli as some of the
original logs.

A passionate gardener, Claire is especially pleased with
her potting bench. Discovered in New Hampshire, the
vintage sink sports a new base to echo the design of the
built-in bench (opposite, top).

Softly draping cotton curtains in the house's signature
color play against the ochre-colored walls of Claire’s
studio (opposite, bottom). The French doors lead to the
back patio, which gives the artist direct access to the
barbecues her husband loves to prepare.

placed them.” Five large boulders at the base
of the hearth once formed the old cabin’s
foundation.

The branching elements of the exterior
decorate the interior as well. Claire hiked
into a cedar swamp with the builder and
chose each of the branches, then placed them
atop corner posts, around windows and ris-
ing to the peak of the living room ceiling.

“She is an artist who had the vision of the
house in her brain,” says the designer. “This
house is a representation of her artistic soul.”

Main Level

countrysbestloghomesmag.com | July 2010 | Country’s Best LOG HOMES 35




	2010-July Black Bear Article pg1
	2010-July Black Bear Article pg2
	2010-July Black Bear Article pg3
	2010-July Black Bear Article pg4
	2010-July Black Bear Article pg5
	2010-July Black Bear Article pg6
	2010-July Black Bear Article pg7
	2010-July Black Bear Article pg8

