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A FAMILY LOOKS FORWARD TO MOVING IN FULL TIME, BUT FOR
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ABOVE: Natural stone pillars customize the front of the house as does the graceful
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arch and covered

porch. RIGHT: Two-story windows in the great room offer expansive outdoor views of Burt Lake. This is
the gathering place for the Reid family on Iraditional holidays such as Christmas.

or those who have spent time in north-

ern Michigan®s inland waterways, the

area has the uncanny ahility to evoke
vivid memories of carefree summers and cozy
winters. Enamored by the region’s narural
allure, Carl and Kim Reid wanted t ensure
the same memories for their family, Ultimaely,
they decided o build a second home on their
lakeside property.

Previously, Carl had owned a 1970s-style
trilevel home on a secluded lot fronting Burt
Lake. “I had owned a house for 10 years that
was sorely in need of an updare, Because this
part of upper Michigan is such a recreational
spot with ski mountains nearby, dense woods,
and this beauriful lake, when Kim and | got
married last year, we decided we wanted a
home that reflected the rustic charm of the
area,” says Carl, “We considered various
styles of homes, often while boating on the
lake. This gave us the opportunity o idle by
various howes before seuding on one made of

logs,” adds Kim.
B0

Early in 1999, Carl happened to be running
late for a golt date with his buddies and
decided o take an alternate route on US 131
near Petoskey, “This route proved ro be a
stroke of good luck since it took me by the
Town & Country Cedar Homes model. 1 had
lovked at other log homes before, but they
didn’t quite feel right,” he said.

After a hard day on the links, he rushed
home to tell Kim that he saw a log home that
he knew she would love. *My reaction was
exactly as Carl anricipated—I simply fell in
love with the idea,” says Kim,

The Reids, whose primary residence in
Brighten, Mich., is 250 miles south of the lake,
made arrangements to visit the Town &
Country facility in Petoskey. According to
Carl and Kim, the minute they stg'ppr_'d nto
the model they immediarely knew they were
on the right rrack. “Ir smelled good, there were
gorgeous views and Jovely appointments
throughout the home, Everything clicked,”
agreed the couple.







“I remember discussing the merits of a log
home with Kim, noting that this company
d, light and airy.
They featurecd homes that had 2 combination
of white cedar logs and rongue-and-groove
with a refined yer rustic feel ... | guess vou
could say this was a modern house with a bit
of country,” says Carl, The couple agreed that
their future home would fit in beautifully on
their 2.5 acrc properry.

Doug Boor, design manager with Town &

Country, offered Kim and Carl lodging in one
of the log homes. “The Reids immediate reac-
ry positive, In fact, they really liked
the look of Town & Country’s Preserve

fon wis
model,” says Boor,

asically, the Beids were on a fast rrack.
Owver the nest few months they had a
half-dozen meetings with Town &
Country to rcfine the plans. Their effores

viclded a 6,000-sguare-foot home featuring a

lower level walkout, a breezeway connecting
to a separate garage, and four bedrooms plus
a bonus room. *There were also a couple of
other changes we made, like adding the ele-
vator and a sanna,” savs Carl.

“At that point, Town & Country recom-
mended Joe Blasius as our builder. He turned
out o be a great guy whom we trusted implic-
itly,” says Kim.
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September 2000, Prior to that, the lot had
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praded for better drammage. “Since we lived
”{'ilrl:r' four hours away, my folks, who live
closer to the lake, were there to mform us of
the crew’s progress, To satisfy my curiosity
and generally keep on top of things, [ eventu
ally ended up poing every week and Carl
about every three weeks,™ says Kim,
Blasius's crew operated smoothly as the
house was Framed over nine months, “The

only constraint to speak of was the lot size,

ABOVE: An octagonal dining room sits in a turret situated between the great room and kitchen. Adding a
slight softening of burgundy drapes helps customize the French country décor. LEFT: Kim wanted pine
cabinets with no soffit above. The cookiop rests in a conter island.

which isn't very deep or wide—just 100 feet
wide and 180 feet in depeh. Ir was a tight fit
with a 73-foot set back from the lake, “The
guys had to continuously move their sup-
phes,” recalled Carl.

As the house progressed over the next vear
and a half, it was apparent that the couple’s
planning would pay off handsomely, Sitoared
on a sccluded private drive, the house has a
southwest orentation, The 20-foot-high cle-
vation above the water boasts ex PANSIVE ¥ 1EWS
of the lake, “The entire back of the house has
glass walls thar are basicallv unobstructed. We
even built a railing with glass dividers on the
entire back deck so there wouldn't be any
obstacles,™ says Carl,

A covered porch leads to the enery, where a
gracetul arch leads into the main-level foyer,
Inside, slate floors lead the way to rooms that
blend seamlessly with one another.

One of the fiest things o notice is the lood
af |i;.1hr 'ipi”il'l;q in trom substantial windows

in the great room, This room holds two mas-

sive king post trusses, which support the 25-
toot vault of the cealing. All wood here and
throughour the house is stained in a lighe
honey color

Because the Reids wanted an open, airy
feeling, each room melds into another. It's
only a step from the great room to the adja-
cent dining room that reposcs in an octago-

nal-shaped turrer,

neertaining is casily accomplished via
the olive green and pine-accented
kitchen, “When we're not eating in the
dining room, we're in the kitchen, There is a
solid surface breakfast bar plenty of granie
countertops, and cabinets with glass frones.
This room gets plenty of use,” says Kim.
The master bedroom/bath, kaundry, library,
and mudroom complete the main level, All
these rooms are within easy access of one
another. Admits Kim, "I think if there’s any-
thing we would have done differently, I would
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a big blended family and 1 love to cook.”
An tor berween the lower and main
level provides a convenicnce that the Reids
ARFEE IS 4 e ending to the lower
| either by stairs or the elevaror, 2 guest
suite and recreation room awair family mem-
bers, whao tend to arrive freueit |}-. “There is
a small room micked just underneath the din-
ing room. One of the framers on Joes crew

ned it the *Lighthouse room’ owing o its

our natural feldstone firep

gas-heated and two woo

are located srraregically throughe
the house. The winters are cold and deliver

lots of snow, bur, says €
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In addition to the forced-air furnace, th

radiant hear underneath the downstairs
floor

“We do have :
sunlight pe
back of the house,” =
R.I.'ll.!s |1-|'b[..|.”.LLt air '-HHll.h.tl‘”ll"'l!.:, ._||I:'“!.'

considerable amount of
g in from wir 1cross the
cm. As a result, ¢
ceiling fans in various rooms to keep tem-
atures combortable in the semmertime
This hevme is flled with
of deep olive to burgundy, the home con




tasteful elegance. “Although | designed the
couch in the great room,” says Kim, “much of
the decor was suggested by Meg Redh of Inte-
riors Inc., a design firm Town & Country rec-
ommended, We loved whart she proposed.”
“Our entire family, including Carl's chree
sons, are thrilled with the custom rouches.
For example, on the second floor there’s a
hedrnnm with a moose monf and another bed

Comtinued an jage 113
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ABOVE: Even the master bathroom has its share of natural light. Neutral-colored tile enhances the space
and complements the rust-colored walls. 0PPOSITE: The Relds wanled windows in nearly every room o
maximize the view toward the lake. They alzo added a considerable amount of log touches including log
mantels, beams, trusses, and various hand-carved furnishings.
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LAKESHORE BEAUTY

Continued from page 85

room with & grizzly bear hand-carved bed, In
the guest sute downstairs you'll ind a sleigh
bed, and our own bed on the main level is
made from hand-carved California Red-
wood,” says Kim.

Carl adds, “With an unattached garage, |
thought it would be nice to have a concrete
tunnel poured to connect inte the house. It
rurned out to be advantageous and it's quite
useful, especially in the winter,”

The Reids made sure their home reflects
their casual lifestyle, They used slate on the
floors for durabilicy in the foyer, half-bath,
kitchen, laundry, and mudroom while the rest
of the house is carpeted in a dghty woven neu-
tral blend. *To avoid having the house become
too dark, we used about half drywall and half
log. Where drywall is used, a disunctive mix
of subtle olive and dusty deep greens domi-
rate the color scheme—we think the mix is
perfect,” says Kim.

Ome of the best nmes of the vear s ar Christ-
mas. *1 start decorating at Halloween and
don’t take down the decorations unnl the mid-
dle of January,” Kim muses. “Christmas is a
rime when we love to go all our, We have sev-
cral trees, and the house is packed with lights
and garland. Both Carl and I collect Santas so
we have them displayed. With all the trees,
lights, wreaths, and hopefully lots of snow, we
have a full schedule entertaining family and
friends. We are very, very popular,” Kim says
with a laugh.

In a vear or so, the couple’s youngest child
will go off to college. 1 think at thar point we
will consider selling our home in Brighton and
making this our primary residence.” It won't
come a minute too soon since Carl and Kim
routinely visit their second home at least once
a month. “We are looking forward to living
here full time," says Kim.

In the meantime, the kids think this place is
unbelievable. While Carl and Kim call this
their “cabin,” the kids scoff, “This isn't a
“cabin," they protest with a laugh, “it's a
lodge! ™ Whatever yvou call it, this home 15 def-
imitely where evervons wants to be, is

LOG HOME MANUFACTURER: Town & Country
Cedar Homes, Petoskey, Michigan; BUILDER: Joe
Blazius, Lakeshare Contracting, Harbor Springs,
Michigan; INTERIDR DESIGN: Meq Reddli,
ASID-Interiors Incorporated, Petoskey, Michigan.
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