. Happy Hideawdy

Hualf-lng constriiction makoes a Rocky Monntain
yacation hone as snug as'it s beautiful

¥ e fist days of spring, moest poople don't want o
B think abou snow, cerainly nol hundreds of inches on

the ground, But most people don't hiave a beautiful log
home perched in the Rockies, with dozens of ski trails nearby.
Lven when the ki season passcs, the Donder family has only
momentary disappoiniment because on the heels of spring
cormes a surmer with wildflower meadows and snow-capped
mauntains surrounding their beloved second home,

. e

Like many people forunate cnough to have o vacation
getaway, the Benders worked hard w realize the day they
tumed the key to it “About five or six years ago, | started
thinking about one,” David Bender recalls. “So, the kids
and | decided to go on a trip. We atarted in Mhocnis look
ing at property and made our way up into the Rockies
through ldaho and clear up to Kalispell in Montana.”

The original lure was 1w get as far as possible from the
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Wighvi: Tive hiane's
porches and
covered balconies,
such as ihis one an
the second foor,
nflar Frary nanke
to enjoy panoramic
views and summer
breezes.
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Lefi: Winter provides a dramatic setling
for David and Deborah Bendar's insulated
log home, which is located on B6 acres
near Telluride, Colorado. The distinctive
rool line, which s imtended to prolect
againsi the sun and handle the heavy

snow loads, gives the house an almast
Oriental appearance.

steamy Gulf Coasr, where they make
their primary home, Dt the Bonders
found that land values, especially in
Montang, had gone up to a level that
rivaled anywhere, Mo bargains, no
can't-live-without-it acicage. MNoarly
discouraged, the family group pressed
on 1o the heart of Colorado, which
wias an area they had assumed they
couldn’t afferd,

“We were looking around the moun-
lains there, and they were the prettiest
I'd seen,” David says. “We also real-
e that the cost hore was no higher
than what we'd been looking an”

Using a considerable measure of
persistence, David contacted several

real estate agents, who showed him
various acts avalable e il owca.
Eventually, an agent introduced him
o 86 acres outside Telluride that he
recalls he “fell in love with.”

Lvein l]'ll_'l'HEI.I. the land was |.I'i.Lp|.LLI.L"
posicard  breathiaking, David sl
exhibited the kind of cautious judg-
ment that made him, with his father

ol l‘tlll.]i.lr'f'. succesalul boat builde s o
Muobile, Alabama, “We guestioned
every aspect of the process long and
hard,” David says. “l recognized thal
the lug.i.:\li\'.:u fur building howe werc
gaing 1o be difficul.™

The trade-off for having the per-
fectly isolated getaway is the very fact
of ita isolation. The populaiion m
areq, discountng vacationers, is only
a few thousand scattered over hun-
dreds of square miles. Finding crafis-
|'"..'u|.-|]\' o work oo the bouse poonmiacad
o be particularly challenging.

In fact, David, who has buill sev-
eral homes in Alabama, decided upon



The home's hali-lag
construction allows for
Sheetrock on interkor
walls. Loz accents add
character, particularly
surrounding the sbone
fireplace in the greal
room. The tile floor has

a warm look amd ampdi-
TEs e eay ram e

im- oo syilem,
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o conple of ideas immediately: Hire a
Tug-huonne compemy w provide a pack-
age rather than rying o produce the
logs himsell, and bring in a general

contractor from Alabama in order to
save money, The firse decision proved
inspired, the second frustrating.

Adter checking oul several log man-
ufacturers, the Benders settled on
Adidersin Flomes, o lucal dealer o
Town & Country Cedar Homes of

. Michigan, even though
would be one of Dean
Andersen’'s Mrse clicms, Bur David
says he had confidence in Dean,
adding, “1 really liked the look of the
wood, oo,
W wse white codan”

Tuwn &
Couniry's Steve Biggs says. "It won’t
absorb moisture—it acts like cork in a
wing bottle—because the wood has &
Closed-vell propoiy. That  nmsans L
won't allow rot o develop, and this
was o real consideration for David,
His site 15 not nestled in among (rees,

Lefi: The open kitchen is a natural gathoring
place but is also designed fo be an efficient
work space. The center island has a handy
eankinn. and tila makes the hraslcfast har
as easy to clean as it ls atiractive.

Below: The comer sink in the kitchen
enjoys a commanding view of the outdoors.
The twin sink speeds food preparation and

CIBaN-p, Nl e T BAcHSHasn aoos a
decorative touch.







Being exposed as they are m such a
scvele clumare, the Troali up wonll
system was what he neaded.”

David chose o posl-and-beam
system that consists of half-log on the
calvamoe o acheeve thc I.LIE'IEL\J. Fulm]
looks he found so appealing, while
providing a 2-by-6-inch framed wall
that features exira insulation against
thee Trigad Dlasts of wiod evaing duowon
friom the mountains.
looking ot a stacked log,” Dean says,

The Benders chose
Colorado to get
as far as possible
from their
Alabama home.

“Lut the wods are Forovious e thaa
region, Cur extra insulation is a foam
core that more than doubles the R-
value,”

Sensbde? Wen, but the Doiders ulie-
mately made selections based on aes-

as much as or more than for
ions. They hegan
by designing a plian, which Town

Country was able 10 accommodate

wit any major revisions, From
beginning to end, Dean also stayed
involved  with  ihe J:l'l'l-.lli\:\.-'_“ hich
urned out to be a valuable asset when
unexpected problems arose.

Initially, the foundation didn’t yield
any sSurpr isca, Dycryone involvcd
Enew that working on a mountainside
would be a challenge, as, indeed,
proved to be the case. “They told us
that we al didn't pocd & concreic
floor,” David recalls, “If we could
have gotlen a Mat area, we'd have just
ahout been sat.”

Adter the Foundation was ~.l'll'l1-|:'-'tl-1m|
and the shell erecied, the Alabama
builder became homesick, On wp of that,
he had a car accident and headed back 1o
Mlabwnes cven bofore the rool wont on,

David decided against using a local
replacement, in part because the labor
costs in the area were so high, but also

In the dining room, the Banders can look
out the window and he reminded of what
drew tham here in the first place. Thanks
e dhe hama's apos lase plos, mecl ol e
rooms enjoy a south-southwesterly view.




because he had experience building and supervising crews.
He tool over the praject himaell, “I don’t supposse 1 aaved
any money because of lost time [Tom work at home,” he
says, “but with Dean’s help I wok over, He stayed involved
and helped us all along the way.”

I'he praject proved capesally challenging because of the
home's distinctive design. The roofline, with muluple covered
porches and baleonics, ook on & look that Town & Country
warmly refers 10 as “The Onental House™—although thal
vrasn't the oniginal intent, The profile was designed For pro
tection from the high-altinde exposure (o the sun, us well as
winter snow-lomds, Pragmanice decisions in this instance, how-
ever, resulted in an unosual—and atiractive—look,

Interior asnthetics were important, oo, While Duavid

worked to make it a livable house, lus wile Deborah was

just as intent on making it lovely. On her first flight ino
Dicover, ahe was atill wondoing how shie was guing Lo
make il happen, Coming into an expensive resort area, she
anticipated unnecessarily high prices and limited selection.
“1 thought ahout having to go from town 1o own,” she said,
“and T didn®t look Forward to "™

The man sitting next w her on the flight proved help-

Ful, however, In fact, he recommended a Denver interior

Oppasite: Pine wainscoling adds a quaini touch o the master
badroom, while a variety of window sizes let in ample light.
Beehive opague blinds tuck away when not needed, but provide
a filter on bright days.

Below: With two children in college and one still at home,
plenty of beds are essential when the whole family is at home.
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designer, Liz Tc who had helpod his wilc
landing, Deborah contacied Liz, and they immediately
impressed each other. The shopping was on. In just three
days, they were able w pull tozether all the furnishings
for the howse and arrange for delivery,

“We agreed that the prety colors of the outdoors were
right for this house,” Deborah says, “I liked the greens and
rust and darker colors with textured fabrics. 1tiumed out Lo
be a pood idea becausc 11’ aurprisingly dusty up here.™

The Benders also opted or tile floors mstesd of wood and
appreciate the way they hold on o the toasty warmth from
the in-floor heating system, Deborah also selected country

- il'l n'IIJL'.'h 1:". 1'“.'1' J.LH'I'Ii‘.LIr‘L' l:II“J s rts,

“We're still working on the house,” Deborah notes.
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“Every time 'm here, 1 v for the
house, but then we go away and 1 don’t get all T want 1o
accomplish completed. It will take vs a while to finish up
completely and make it as homey as we'd like it to be.”
Mever doubt that they will suseced in achieving just the
right note in time. Alter climbing over a mountain of odds
just to complete the home, it must seem all downhill from
here, Meanwhile, things will have w wait until they're
an the ski slopes. [0

things | wani

through going downhill  Hiicrally
RESOURCE

Log Producer: Town & Country Cedar Homes,
4772 LLE. 1321 South, Peto ML ADTT0, Hiy

E-rmail: fown

eevay el Website: wwinlcedurhomes.con,
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